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Artful Spaces o 5

High above the percussive hum of Midtown Manhattan,
the Monogram Penthouse stands as a rebuttal to the “more

is more” philosophy of urban luxury. A collaboration
between the San Francisco—based frenchCALIFORNIA
and New York’s Onishi Gallery, the residence eschews

Step inside the Monogram Penthouse, the bravura gestures typical of the penthouse. Instead, it

where the frantic pulse of the city is cured by unfolds as a lived-in exhibition, where the city’s restless
the quiet ri gor of a curated void rush gives way to the measured cadence of a private gallery.

“From the beginning, the idea was restraint,” says
Guillaume Coutheillas, founder of frenchCALIFORNIA.
For Coutheillas, the penthouse was conceived as a necessary
counterbalance to the city’s relentless sensory input. In a
neighbourhood perpetually calibrated to overstimulation,
he has carved out a quietist manifesto in limestone and oak.
The palette is a meditation on organic texture, layering
linen, wool, and natural woods to create a soft, tactile
landscape. Yet the design extends beyond the visual to the
atmospheric. Bang & Olufsen sound objects are integrated
with architectural precision, treating acoustics as an
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essential design material that shapes the air before a single

guest speaks.

At the heart of the residence lies an organic partnership
with Onishi Gallery, an institution devoted to the
preservation of Japanese craft. “Onishi understands art

not as ornament, but as atmosphere and architecture,”

Coutheillas notes. “There’s a quiet rigor to their pieces that
resonates deeply with our approach to interiors.”

Departing from the tradition of art as embellishment,
Coutheillas selected works that actively shape each room’s
energy. Fractured gold-leaf paintings by David Stanley
Hewett anchor the walls, catching the shifting Manhattan
light with the inevitability of an architectural gesture.
In counterpoint, hand-formed, mineral-glazed ceramic
vessels by Ohi Toshio Chozaemon X1 introduce a grounded
presence rooted in the centuries-old ritual of the Japanese
tea ceremony. Together, the works form a dialogue between
East and West, contemporary art and ancestral craft.

While the architecture remains tethered to the rigid
geometry of Manhattan modernism, the interior gives way
to the beauty of the void. As Coutheillas puts it, the true

metric of success here is neither zip code nor square footage,

but the heart rate of the person standing at its center. In a

Chinese text by Zhao Wen

neighbourhood that never sleeps, this penthouse achieves
English text by Kate Missine

Photos by Colin Miller something far more radical: it knows how to be still.
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