
 
 

One hundred years of Art Deco: 
See NYC's most beautiful Art 
Deco apartment buildings 

 

 
Waldorf Astoria New York, a classic example of Art Deco elegance (Douglas Elliman) 
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The year 2025 marked the centennial of Art Deco design. The now-iconic 

style was introduced to the world at the 1925 L’Exposition Internationale des 

Arts Décoratifs et Industriels Modernes in Paris. The exposition was attended 

by the likes of Irwin Chanin, the designer of The Century and The Majestic on 

Central Park West. Ralph Walker, “architect of the century,” did not attend, 

but studied the art form closely and incorporated Art Deco elements into many 

of his commercial designs. 

 

https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/central-park-west/the-century-25-central-park-west/451
https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/central-park-west/the-majestic-115-central-park-west/5020
https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/market-insight/features/great-listings/quotarchitect-centuryquot-three-majestic-condos-listed-ralph-walker-designed-buildings/27723


"Art Deco is a pastiche of styles, one that, when romance and 

nostalgia are thrown into the mix, provides an infectious energy 

and 'snap' that resonates beyond its diehard fans to the public at 

large" - Alastair Duncan, author of Art Deco Complete: The 

Definitive Guide to the Decorative Arts of the 1920s and 1930s 

 

Conwell Coffee Hall at 20 Exchange Place | 

https://tribecacitizen.com/2024/03/29/seen-heard-coffee-in-a-historic-landmark/ 
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In the years that followed, Art Deco buildings like the Empire State Building 

and the Chrysler Building transformed the New York City skyline into one of 

the world's most iconic, blending bold geometry with ornamental detail to 

symbolize both modern progress and timeless glamour. Countless residential 

and commercial structures across the city carry the same spirit in more 

intimate settings, such as in etched brickwork, patterned spandrels, and 

stylized motifs that always make walking some NYC streets a visual treat. 

Some of Art Deco’s most recognizable forms emerged in response to the 

1916 Zoning Resolution, which required setbacks to preserve light and air at 

street level. Architects embraced the challenge, creating stepped silhouettes 

and dramatic crowns that have since become defining features of the skyline. 

Rounded corners, zigzags, chevrons, bold palettes, and exotic motifs inspired 

by Asian, African, and Egyptian architecture further distinguished the style. 

 

Monogram New York, Midtown 

East 

135 East 47th Street 

Design by Ismael Leyva Architects 

https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/midtown-east/monogram-135-east-47th-street/68152
https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/midtown-east/monogram-135-east-47th-street/68152


35 stories | 191 units 

10 one- to two-beds from $1.18M - $5.5M 

 

Up the street from the Chrysler Building, Monogram New York presents a 

contemporary take on Art Deco design that comes through especially well with 

its distinctive crown. Interiors incorporate clean lines, oversized windows look 

out on iconic city views, and amenities include concierge service, in-house 

spa services, fitness center, and 35th-story Crest Club with reading room, 

dining room, and outdoor terraces. 
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Monogram New York, #24E 

$1,495,000 

Midtown East | Condominium | 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath | 541 ft2 

 

 

https://cityrealty.com/n/I3176674
https://cityrealty.com/n/I3176674
https://cityrealty.com/n/I3176674


 

Monogram New York, #24E (Douglas Elliman Real Estate) 

 

From the Listing: Residence 24E is a sunny 1-bedroom, 1-bathroom, 541-square-foot 

home with 10' ceilings and views of the Chrysler Building. It features a marbled 

bathroom, south-facing exposure, terrific closet space, outstanding light, and 

floor-to-ceiling windows. Designed by Neri&Hu, the kitchen emphasizes tranquility, with 

clean, vertical lines and the use of natural materials to create a serene ambiance. See 

floor plan and full details here. 
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